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IFDS Sailors Advisory Council 

 
Sailors Forum- Kinsale, Ireland 

Very well received forum in general, with an especially great attendance of the IFDS Executive 
Committee.  The sailors appreciate the feedback directly from the IFDS Executive Committee, 
rather than having to get their questions answered through email or other avenues. 

Topics covered: 

• IFDS Financial situation  
John Twomey updated everyone on the current situation and the possible merger of IFDS 
with ISAF. 

• Anti-Doping  
Bernard Destrube gave some very useful information to the sailors regarding doping 
procedures, as well as the importance of checking medications.  

• Attendance at Events  
Still very low attendance at key regattas, especially on the Eurosaf Sailing Circuit.  

• SKUD18 Class Rules  
Issues raised among the SKUD18 sailors regarding clarification of SKUD18 Class Rules.  
Who is controlling the rules development process for the SKUD18 fleet?  

• AGM’s for classes at IFDS World Championships  
Several sailors felt that the classes should hold their AGM’s at the IFDS World 
Championships to encourage attendance and to make sure that the sailors are having a 
voice about key issues. 
SKUD18 class has missed the AGM for this year, so it was suggested it should be run at the 
Miami OCR 2014. 

• Measurement Issues 
Still lots of sailors wanting clearer and more efficient measurement, in particular clarification 
on class rules.  

 
Facebook Page  

The page is up to 171 members so far.  The sailors seem to be choosing this method of 
communication over most of the forums.  The Sonar class group are tending to stick to group 
emails to conduct event and training discussions.  

 
Further opportunities  

• Consider how important information is communicated?  

• Measurement 

• IFDS taking a more pro-active role in preventing measurement issues  

• Create a forum for open discussions amongst sailors, so there are no ‘surprises’ at 
events where sailors have to be given dispensation to sail with illegal boats.  

• Tighter control and measurement procedures at all events. An attitude of it’s been 
measured before will no longer be tolerated by the sailors!  

• We want tighter measurement!  

• Create more opportunities for the sailors to give feedback/ask questions of the Exec 
committee. 

•       The more opportunities there are, the more honest the feedbacks, making the sailors 
feel they have the chance to speak up!  

 
Hannah Stodel 
Chair, IFDS Sailors Advisory Council 


